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BY PIETER HARSEVOORT 


If one looks at the Canadian 
constitution and our national anthem, 
it would be a likely assumption 
that Canada is a Christian country. 
However, if one looks at the recent 
history of government and judiciary 
decisions and workings, especially 
regarding homosexuality, the 
opposite seems to be true. Whereas 
Canada is indeed Christian in name, 
it is becoming more and more secular 
in word and deed. No one knows this 
better than Dr. David Novak, who 
visited Redeemer on January 13. 

Dr. Novak, currently holds 
the J. Richard and Dorothy Shiff Chair 
of Jewish Studies at the University of 
Toronto, and is the Director of the 
Jewish Studies Program there as 
well as a teacher of philosophy and 
religion. Beyond his duties at U of 
T, Dr. Novak has diverse interests 
in the social sphere. He has spoken 
out against abortion, has signed his 
name in support of the Cornwall 
Declaration on Environmental 
Stewardship, and is heavily involved 
in interfaith dialogue between Jews 
and Christians. Novak is also a 
Rabbi who from 1966 to 1989 served 
from behind the pulpit before four 
different congregations. Finally, Dr. 
Novak is the author of eleven books 
and numerous articles, as well as 
a recent affidavit on the issue of 
same-sex marriages. It is this issue he 
spoke about to the assembled crowd 
at Redeemer last week. 

Novak began his lecture with 
a discussion of the nature of marriage 
and the marriage covenant. Whereas 
we usually think of the Reverend or 
the Justice of the Peace to be the one 
joining the bride and groom together, 
it is rather the man and woman that 
join themselves to each other. For this 
same reason, Dr. Novak continued, 
when he officiated at a wedding he 
would never recite “By the powers 
vested in me by the province of 
Ontario I pronounce you man and 


New Rec 
Unveiled 


BY DAN POSTMA 

Redeemer’s on-campus 
finally have a much 
improved place to hang out. After 
months of delays and setbacks, 
long-awaited and 


students 


some major 
changes have given the student Rec 
Centre a facelift. A rejuvenated and 
extended food store, an Internet 
café and a new website were all 
launched shortly after the start 
of second semester, and each met 
with positive reactions from the 
student community. 

lhe Rec Centre has, for most 
of its history, sold a small variety of 
food items for good prices. After a 
legal hiatus that prevented vending 
last semester, the food store has 
Dubbed “The Snack 
Shack,” the new food store features 


reopened 


many more products than in years 
past, including large and small 
bags of chips, microwave popcorn, 
mini Pringles and of course, 
many varieties of chocolate bars, 
candy and gum. The Snack Shack 


cannot sell drinks, because of the 
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Rec Centre Fare 
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wife”, for the state has no power at 
all over the covenant of marriage. 
Rather, the covenant is between the 
bride and groom, and is witnessed 
by the community. 

The reason that a 
community witness must be present 


Dr. David Novak at Redeemer 


if at all possible is that marriage is a 
covenant that is to be a benefit to the 
community. The purpose ofmarriage, 
according to Novak, is children. Not 
just the bringing of children into 
the world, but the proper raising of 
the children to become productive 
members of society. A same sex 
couple can do neither of these two. 
Such a couple cannot have children 
without resorting to adoption or 


Centre 


Coke® contract signed by the 
school, but there is one vending 
machine in the building, with 
another planned. 

For the first time, there 
is Internet access available in 
the Rec Centre. The Internet café 
“Rec Dot Com” gives students 
an opportunity to browse the 
web, check their email, do their 
homework, or just chat with 
friends online, all in the comfort 
of the Ree Word-® 
processing softWare is included 
on each computer, and a printer 
will be made available in the 


Centre. 


near future, 

lo detail both of these 
major improvements, and 
other Rec Centre information 
including booking information, 
a new website has also been 
launched: www.redeemer.on.ca/ 
rec, which showcases’ the 
features, eventS and available 
food items the Rec Centre has 


patrons an Opportunity to 
submit feedback and questions. 

It is the hope of 
many that the Rec Centre's 
improvements will entice more 
students to enjoy it and support 
it. Having been underused 
perhaps for its entire history, it is 
long overdue to become a truly 
comfortable place for students to 
hang out and relax. All Redeemer 
students, especially those living on 
campus, are invited to experience 
the changes first-hand at the Rec 
Centre, open at the back of third 
parking lot, from 5 pm to 1 am 


to offer. The website also gives iia 


artificial insemination, and if they 
do go one of these routes the ensuing 
relationship between child and 


parents is not a productive one. 
Since a same-sex marriage 

is harmful to the community and 

society, obviously the government 


KATHLEEX SEAGRAM 


should not approve of or support 
such a union. Canada need not 
outlaw 
enforcement of such a law would 


homosexuality, as the 


invariably infringe on _ people's 
privacy, but it should not go in the 


opposite direction either. Sadly, it is 


this exact anti-normative route that 
Canada is leaning towards. There 
will be sweeping consequences if 
our government does in the near 
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Novak Speaks On Same-Sex Marriage 


future lend its support to same-sex 
marriages, an eventuality which is 
becoming more and more likely. 

Since it is abundantly clear 
from the Bible that homosexuality 
is abnormal (see especially Genesis 
2: 24) those who know the Bible 
as true cannot support such a 
twisting of man’s created nature. 
If this were the only proof against 
homosexuality Jews and Christians 
could possibly just ignore the sin of 
homosexuality outside of the church 
or synagogue. But since it is also 
proven philosophically that same- 
sex marriages are detrimental to the 
community the government has the 
duty to do what it can to prevent 
them. If their duty is not fulfilled, the 
social contract is dissolved. In such a 
case, Dr. Novak concluded, we have 
two options: we can withdraw into 
our own little communities to shut 
out the wrongs being done in the 
larger society, or, preferably, we could 
boycott civil marriages in protest and 
get married only by the church. 

After his enlightening 
lecture, Dr. Novak paid a visit 
to Professor Plantinga’s Jewish 
Philosophy class. There the students 
had an opportunity to ask him 
questions regarding issues in Jewish 
philosophy, giving Novak the chance 
to share his expertise in the areas of 
Jewish and Rabbinical law. 

Dr. Novak's visit to our 
campus provided some _ serious 
food for thought. His well-founded 
views on the homosexuality and the 
Bible’ prove that such a relationship 
conflicts with the creational norm. 
His philosophical musings reveal 
the damage caused by same-sex 
couples to society. His thoughts on 
politics and social contract reveal the 
situation of breakdown we are facing 
in Canadian government. Now the 
question to answer is “How then 
shall we live?” 

In the next issue of the 
Crown, be sure to check out a detailed 
interview with Dr. David Novak. 
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weekdays, and 2 pm to 1 am on 
Saturday. 

In addition to these 
changes, the Rec Centre will 
also be showcasing a series of 
concerts by student musicians. 
On Monday, January OF ate iy: 
30 pm, Redeemer’s own Matt 
McKenna will take the stage with 
his guitar, Matt has performed 
at numerous Coffeehouses, as 
well as composing and singing a 
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barbershop version of the national 
anthem during Hoops for Hilltop. 
The show is free for anyone who 
wishes to attend. In February, look 
for Joel Harsevoort in the second 
instalment of the concert series. 
Further details can be found at the 
website above, and a firm date will 
be decided soon. Watch out for 
posters announcing upcoming Rec 
Centre events, 


by Brian 
vanOosten 


I recently attended 
the Nothing But Sky 
public reading by last 
semester's Creative 
Writing (ENG 303) class. 
looking forward to the snacks, but 
otherwise wasn’t quite sure what 
to expect. The snacks certainly did 
not disappoint (this Brian gives a 
strong 4/5 to the white-chocolate 
almond brittle), but what really 
surprised me was the depth, 
quality and humour portrayed as 
the students read their own works 
of poetry and short fiction. 

What surprised me less about 
this event was the feeble turnout. 
The majority of those in attendance 
were either presenters or close 
friends of those presenting. 
Although the event had been 
publicized well in advance with 
posters around the school and Time 
Out announcements, there was 
precious little community interest. 
There was no charge for admission, 


I was 


GUEST EDITORIAL 
BRIAN VANDOOREN 
The Exclusive Community 


When I first visited 
Redeemer, a year before I began to 
attend here, I noticed that everyone 
seemed to know each other. I quickly 
learned that this was all just part of 
the Redeemer community. After all, 
the main recruitment catches of the 
school are its Christian education 
and warm fellowship. One day I 
was hanging around the dorms with 
some people I had recently met, and I 
decided that I wanted to go to school 
here after high-school graduation. 
I looked forward to being part of 
a school where I seemed so very 
welcome. That was almost three 
years ago now, and it seems that 
things are not always as they seem. 


I want to make sure 
everyone realizes that I’m _ not 
embittered towards anyone or 
anything at Redeemer. In fact, 


I've loved my 2 % years here so 


Mailbag: 


Questions 
TIM AMOR 


What if? 

What would happen if we 
stopped asking questions? Would 
we continue to learn and grow, or 
would we stagnate and decay? What 
if we stopped asking questions 
concerning our faith? Not questions 
such as, “Does God really exist,” but 
rather questions like, “If God is who 
He says He is, how does that affect 
my life?” 

Who does God say He is? Does 
He not say that He is the One true 
God, the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End? What 
if we could talk to the world’s most 
powerful, most influential man... 
would we not ask greater favours 
of him than of another lesser man? 
Should we not then come to God 
who, by just speaking, brought all 
that is into existence, with even 
greater and bolder requests? 

What if instead of spending 
20 minutes each day reading our 
devotionals and praying for the 
bare essentials we spent an hour in 
thorough meditation on the promises 
of God, and prayed without ceasing? 
What if we each took a list of the 
people we know who don’t know 
Christ and got down on our knees 
each day and begged for God to save 
them? Would God grant our request? 
Have we even tried? What if people 
at Redeemer dedicated their lives to 


OPINIONS» 
Capitalizing on the Arts 
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EDITORIAL 


nor were there dress restrictions or a 
shortage of space to dissuade those 
considering attending. There simply 
weren't many who considered 
coming out. 

Our responsibilities to the 
Arts are twofold. First, we have a 
responsibility to the artists who are 
brave enough to put themselves 
in the spotlight. At minimum, we 
owe them our presence at as many 
‘cultural events’ as is practical. On 
top of this requirement, we ought 
to try to interact with what they 
are presenting and offer our honest 
responses. Second, we owe ourselves 
the opportunity to be stretched and 
challenged by these same artists. By 
virtue of membership in this small 
community we gain the privilege 
of interacting with many different 
artists and artistic forms. Few have 
the opportunities we enjoy to attend 
such a variety of events featuring so 
many gifted artists and we should 
take full advantage of this. It is very 
likely that in our post-Redeemer 
years we will miss the availability 
and quality of such events. 

There are many students at 


far. During those years, however, I 
did not live on campus at all. The 
friendly community that I thought 
I was joining was confined to the 
dorms. It didn’t extend tome. Not to 
say that the people were unfriendly, 
but it was just that the general flow 
of the school that seemed to pass me 
by. Well, let’s go to the beginning, 
just for a bit. 

Registration day, first year, 
little me walking around trying to 
figure out where I needed to go. 
Eventually I got to the FROG table, 
and was met with a smiling face. 
Well, this was getting better. She 
told me about how much fun FROG 
Olympics were, and what a great 
time I'd have. She asked me my 
name, which I promptly told her, and 
shortly after told me that my name 
was not on the list. Wow. Before 
she could try to correct the situation, 
I just walked away, embarrassed 
that I had been forgotten. Now, I 
was not without fault here. I could 
have asked to be put in a group, but 
I didn’t.. I just walked away. Did 
this happen because I was an off- 


reaching one person with the gospel 
every two years? And what if each 
person they reached did the same? 
By the time we all turned 60 we 
would have reached more than one- 
hundred-million people... but are 
we willing to put our own agendas 
aside to serve God? 

What if the Redeemer community 
got as excited about the weekly 
Wednesday chapel service as we 
get about the monthly Church in the 
Box? What if most of us committed to 
be at this chapel service each week? 
Would there be widespread revival? 
Would we talk in the halls about 
our prayer lives and our walk with 
Christ along with questions about 
upcoming tests and whatever new 
crazy articles that were printed in 
The Crown? What if someone came 
to Redeemer who was not Christian 
and studied with us? What if no one 
ever asked them if they believed? 
What if they came and left the school 
without anyone proclaiming to them 
the truth of the Gospel? What if this 
has already happened? What if this 
is happening right now? Would we 
act any differently? What if we are 
all held accountable for this? What 
if we have the opportunity to do it 
all over again? Would we live in a 
way that would allow us to enjoy 
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Redeemer with _ extraordinary 
gifts. They are, perhaps, not world 
renowned, but they make a significant 
contribution to visual arts, writing, 
music and drama, both in the school 
community and the world outside 
our campus. 

With such an emphasis on 
organized ministry, it is a shame 
that student performances go largely 
unnoticed by those not directly 
connected with the school. 

On the other hand, it is frustrating 
when students gain recognition 
from other sources, such as book 
publishers, newspapers and music 
patrons, and yet go virtually 
unnoticed within their own school. 
Coffeehouses give us a glimpse of 
the potential of the performers, but 
we seldom spend the effort to dig any 
deeper and recognize what outsiders 
have already noticed. Any real talent 
should be experienced in a grander 
scale, not in five-minute bits. 

It is commonly accepted that 
students attend Redeemer to grow 
academically and spiritually. 
We should also strive to grow 
aesthetically through our production 


campus student? Perhaps, perhaps 
not, but this was the beginning of my 
disillusionment. Next up was the free 
soup in the cafeteria, although I was 
the only person I knew that wasn’t 
allowed to take any. Not a big deal, 
you might say, considering that I 
don’t pay towards the food plan. Still, 
it would be a small and meaningful 
gesture towards those of us that can’t 
afford the conveniences of living on 
campus. 

This separation and exclusion 
occurs away from the school as well. 
Take, for example, the upcoming 
Winter Retreat 2003. Sounds like 
fun, right? Yealf, maybe, but it’s a 
bit of a slap in the face when you are 
charged 33% more because your rent 
payments don’t go to the school. And 
people look at me with surprise when 
I tell them that I have no intention of 
going to the Retreat. Maybe I'll go 
when I feel that I am wanted, rather 
than when I am allowed. 

Don’t think that being a 
commuter is all bad. We may not be 
included in the Redeemer community 
as | understand it, but we do have our 


the moment because we’ ve been told 
that these will be the best years of our 
lives? Or would we live our lives as 
servants of our God? What if I am as 
much at fault, if not more so, as the 
rest of the student body? What if? 


i 
On “Williams” 
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Dear Editor, 
These “s Western 
conveniences” that a _ certain 


William’s employee talks about are 
everywhere. Yes, they are even in 
our own school. In a way, it does 
seem rather silly to buy a thirteen 
dollar hapa whed we could give 
that money to others less fortunate. 
But, why stop at Williams and those 
other Western conveniences? What 


about cue very own Sagal We 
could go toa school instead 
of mel , oF » not go to 
school at 4 , . After ‘al, how many 
meals co uld da family in Africa buy 
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and enjoyment of culture. We a 


must challenge ourselves in order 
to grow by attending events that 
we normally would not consider, 
such as poetry readings and choir 
concerts. The organizers of these 
events have recently made strides 
to remove obstacles from student 
attendance, in such forms as free 
admission or reduced ticket prices 
for students. The benefit of making 
use of these opportunities goes 
beyond academic learning, and 
allows us to see the world in new 
ways. 

Art cannot be seen simply 
as a garnish on our lives to be 
added after we have gained skills 
marketable in the workplace. As 
John Keating says in Dead Poet's 
Society, “poetry is done because 
we are human and full of passion.” 
There is more to life than work, and 
there is more to university than the 
ingestion of information. In the 
next few weeks, please challenge 
yourself to attend at least one event 
you would not normally consider 
making time for. You'll be glad you 


did. 


Hayley 


opinions expressed in 

Crown are not necessarily 

of Redeemer University 

College’s student body, faculty or 
administration. 

Letters to the editor and article 
submissions shall be sent via email 
to editor@thecrown.ca. 

The Crown's editorial staff is not 
responsible for the content of letters 
to the editor. Letters solely represent 
the opinion of their respective 
authors. 

Any 


own community. I quickly found 
groups of other off-campus dwellers, 
people who hung around the cafeteria 
or outside the school, instead of the 
dorms. There is an entire off-campus 
culture at this school, of which I 
think some people are unfortunately 
unaware. In my opinion, the best 
things in life come from necessity. I 
wasn’t part of the dorm culture, so 
I was forced to meet people that, 
otherwise, I would not have met. 

I won't say that living away 
from the dorms is better or worse, 
because I’ve only seen one side. 
However, the administration feels 
that “residence builds an essential 
bond and community that is vital 
to one’s first few years of study.” It 
irks me when people refer to “the 
Redeemer community,” and do not 
understand what that community is. 
We aren’t one big, cuddly family. We 
are a collection of students who share 
similar ideals and goals, students who 
are generally friendly with each other. 
I appreciate what we have here, but I 
also realize what I don’t have. 


offense generated by 
the content of a letter should be 
addressed in a well-thought response 
in this venue. 


Letters must include the name 
and contact information of the writer 
although we may print anonymously 
by special request. 

The Crown is _ published 
twelve times per academic year. 
It is funded by the students of 
Redeemer University College and by 
advertising. 

Subscription enquiries may 
be addressed to the subscription 
department at the above address. 

The Crown is published by 
students but is dedicated to the 
broader college community. 


fou’ve dreamed about it... 
| prayed about it ... and 
q prepared for it. 
| Now, isn’t it time you do 
something about it? 


br 110 years, GMU has been in the business 
of matching gifts and abilities with needs, 
“moving individuals into effective ministry. 


ospel Missionary Union 
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Encounters with Canada f ii } Rencontres du Canada 


Alumni Association 


Celebrating our 20" Anniversary as Canada’s 
largest youth forum, we are looking for past 
participants of the program. If you attended the 
Terry Fox Canadian Youth Centre anytime since 
1982, please contact us through the alumni page 
of our website: 


www.encounters-rencontres.ca 
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Winter Semi-Formal Fun 


BY RACHEL EPPS 

Amidst the stress of course 
papers, with exams impending, the 
Christmas semi-formal arrived just 
in time to relieve anxiety. 

The school cafeteria was quite 


elegant, decorated with seasonal 
twinkling lights that created a 
dreamy ambience. With helium 


balloons hanging above the dance 
floor, celestial confetti, and a dim 
glow from candlelit tables, the 
evening created numerous lasting 
memories. 

The illumined tables encircled the 
food and beverage table, which was 
garnished with danishes, cookies, 
vegetable trays, coffee, tea, and 
other satisfying treats. Couples and 
amicable companions linked arm- 
in-arm entered the cafeteria through 
the silvery screen of dangling 


Olive Branch Clothing Drive j, 


BY KATHLEEN SEAGRAM 


Last week Redeemer had 
its second annual clothing drive. 
The clothing collected was sent 
to The Olive Branch and to Mac 
SOC (McMaster Student Outreach 
Clinic). The Olive Branch is a non- 
profit, Christian outreach program 
founded to reach out to displaced 
people of society and the Church. 
It offers an opportunity for these 
people to receive the message of 
Christ, and gives hope and purpose 
to life. Currently, the Olive Branch 
is running a Drop-In Centre in 
downtown Hamilton. We as the 
Redeemer community were able to 
give 18 garbage bags full of clothing 
to this organization. 


Part-time and full-time 


Burlington Branch 
Mount Royal Plaza 

2017 Mount Forest Drive 
(Off Brant, North of the QEW) 
Tel. (905) 315-7981 
Website: www.duca.com 


streamers, and stepped 
out onto the dance floor, 
where the blaring music 
appeased many different 
tastes. Dressed to the 
nines, Redeemer students 
arrayed themselves in 
some of their finer threads, 
prepared to groove some of 
their stresses into oblivion 
for the night. The cafeteria 
was full; there was energy 
soaring and music filling 
the air as some talented 
dancers shared their retro 
and modern dance moves 
with their peers. 

There were brief pauses 
in the excitement when Student 
Senate members would announce 
draws and semi-formal attendees 
would wait in suspense while the 
numbers on the tickets were read, 


volunteers run the Olive Branch. 
They have a kitchen and café where 
street people can eat for free. When 
Gary Zekveld and I went down to 
drop off the clothing, the volunteers 
were in the process of preparing a 
roast beef dinner and the café was 
full with people finishing off their 
lunch. The Olive Branch obviously 
also has a clothing ministry; their 
clothing room is emptied each 
week as they distribute clothes 
to Hamilton’s poor. The Olive 
Branch depends on _ donations 
for all the food and clothing they 
distribute. Mac SOC received 
about 10 garbage bags of clothing 
from the Redeemer community. 
This clothing will be distributed 
to Hamilton’s Street people. Mac 
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Four Beauty Queens at The Semi 


Sighs of disappointment could be 
heard momentarily before the music 
was playing again, and jovial spirits 
were renewed. 


Some anonymous characters 


SOC works in conjunetion with 
Hamilton shelters. As part of 
the Mac SOC group, Redeemer 
student Ryan McClean volunteers 
on Wednesday nights, handing 
out food and clothing to homeless 
people and referring them to 
counsellors and shelters. This 
year’s Clothing Drive was made 
possible by HA group 2: Christy 
Crawford , Gary Zekveld, Ryan 
McClean, Laura Kenny, Janna 
Masey and myself. Hopefully next 
year another RA or HA group will 
pick up this worthwhile cause. 
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As the evening fo] led into 

Sy its close and ended in prayer, 

the semi-formal v rappe | up 

with the sounds of huffling, 

exhausted, yet happy feet as 

students exited the cafeteria 


to head back to their homes 
Whispers of memories could 

still be heard floating in the 
halls at the week, 
indicating the success of the semi 
formal and 


school for next 


promising success for 


subsequent semi-formals 
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FREE chequing account 
FREE savings account 
FREE Internet Banking 


FREE DUCA ATM 
Banking 


FREE Telephone Teller 
Banking 


FREE In-Branch Teller 
Service 


No Monthly Fees 
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Interac’ Debit Cards 


No Fee DUCA 
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Term Deposits (min. 
$500) 


FREE Bonus Shares 
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Prayer 
Vigil 


BY DAVE VLASBLOM 


Between 8 AM November 29 
and 8 AM November 30, more 
than 80 Redeemer students left 
their papers for an hour or two 
and participated ina Prayer Vigil 
in the 


charmingly decorated 


common 
Hall 
by the Spiritual and Services 


room of Augustine 


he event was organized 


Committee. Participants signed 
up for one hour-long segments, 
the prayer 
throughout every hour of the 
We 
dragged themselves out of bed 


and continued 


vigil commend all who 


in the early hours of Saturday 
morning! 
hour we 


During each 


followed a prescribed course, 


beginning with prayers for 
Redeemer and the student 
body During this time we 
also prayed specifically over 


a number of prayer requests 


students and 
the 


during the vigil 


submitted by 


faculty over week and 
A second part 
of the Prayer Vigil was prayer 
for the ministry of the Church 
around the world: a different 
country was lifted up in prayer 
each hour—first Canada and the 
United States, then a number of 
countries where the Church is 
especially persecuted. As an 
aide, information was supplied 
about a number of persecuted 
churches. The third part of the 
vigil involved the ministries of 
word and deed in the Hamilton 
Each participants 
prayed for one of the ministries 
featured in the H2O (Help to 
Others) book from the Student 


Life office, which was borrowed 


area. hour, 


for the event. 


The H20O book contains 
pamphlets and other 
information from these 
ministries, and this was a 
great opportunity to lift up 


these ministries in prayer and 
learn a little more about them 
at the same time! There 
no concern about having too 
much time—all of the material 
provided took a full hour to 


was 


cover. 
The Prayer Vigil received 
from 
people 
said that 
they were blessed through this 
prayer. And _ there's 
more—keep your eyes open 
for information about the next 
vigil! We are organizing another 
Prayer Vigil sometime in the 
Winter All students, 
faculty, and staff more 
than welcome to participate. 
Make sure to sign up for this 
chance to come before God 
in this communal way and be 
united with the ministry of the 
Church, 


a positive response 


participants: many 


who were involved 


time of 


lerm. 


are 
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th brians 


The Feast: 


Grilled Pollock with Thai Curry 
Sauce and Basmati Rice* 


For rice 

1 cup basmati rice 

1 1/2 cups water 

For sauce 

1 1/8 teaspoons minced peeled 
fresh gingerroot 

1 1/8 teaspoons minced garlic 
2 1/4 teaspoons peanut oil 

3/4 teaspoon ground coriander 


Make rice: 

Steam rice. If a steamer is not 
available, prepare on stovetop as 
normal. 

Make sauce: 

In a heavy saucepan sauté 
gingerroot and garlic in oil over 
moderately high heat, stirring, 
until golden. Add coriander, 
curry powder, curry paste, 
paprika, and cumin and sauté, 
stirring, 1 minute, or until 
fragrant. Whisk in coconut milk, 
tomato purée, soy sauce, and 


__ change would make the dish 
both more North American 
The Brians are back and be ‘in flavour and would give 
than ever! This week Thai the dish a bit more identity. 
food was on the menu and [4.5/5] 
it did not disappoint. The 
dish featured a lovely Alaskan Mr. VanDooren: I 
Pollock, plenty of spices from — 
the orient, and included the Breaking from a long-standing 
light and refreshing tones Cooking with Brians tradition, 
of cucumber and shredded we ate a meal that can actually 
cabbage. All of this on a bed be prepared in less than 3 
of steamed basmati rice and ~hours. Despite this fact, it 
covered with a lovely sauce was one of the best meals 
featuring fresh coriander, 1] have ever had, perhaps 
mint and coconut milk. AsI even surpassing the Thai 
am a fish, rice, vegetable and experience from last year’s 
spice lover, this dish received CWB (check your archives). 
high marks from the panel of Everything was easy _ to 
judges on my palate. I found _ prepare (although there was a 
the spices to be nuanced fair bit of vegetable chopping) 
perfectly; the fresh coriander and nothing took long to cook. 
and mint left the mouth All the ingredients worked 
feeling both stimulated and out to form a _ wonderful 
refreshed. The freshness of the balance. The Pollock wasn’t 
herbs and the raw vegetables overpowering, as it was 
contrasted well with the heat just cooked with a light oil 
and flavours brought by the coating. The vegetables 
Thai curry paste and the other were chopped finely, so that 
spices--analogically, spraying chunks would not become 
one’s self with cool water bothersome. The spices 


Mr. Dijkema: 


semester, forget about classes. 
Make this! 
[5/5] 


Mr. Harskamp: 


There are many things in life 
which we find to be unusual, 
odd, or even gross the first 
time we try them. But often 
as our minds linger on the 
pleasantries of many of these 
experiences, and a desire to 
re-experience them develops. 
This was the case in this issue’s 
“Cooking With Brians,” as the 
Brians revisited the Thai style 
of cuisine. Perhaps the most 
notable feature of Thai cooking 
is that it is more of a mosaic 
than melting pot of aromas 
and flavours. Each ingredient 
does its part to enhance and 
build up the other ingredients. 
The dish that we made 
contained fresh cilantro and 
mint accentuated which the 
flavors of the fish. This was 
complemented by a bed of 
vegetables featuring shredded 
cabbage and cucumber 
drizzled in rice vinegar. While 
the dish was potent, it was 
not overwhelmingly so. The 
coconut-curry sauce gave 


seeds 

1 1/2 teaspoons curry powder 
1 1/2 teaspoons Thai red curry 
paste 

1 1/2 teaspoons paprika 

3/4 teaspoon ground cumin 

1 1/4 cups well-stirred 
unsweetened coconut milk 

3 tablespoons tomato purée 

1 tablespoon soy sauce 

1 1/2 tablespoons packed dark 


Mr. vanOosten: 


am surprised to report 
that this meal was nearly 
as enjoyable to prepare as 
to consume. While it was 
certainly a team effort, the 
four of us whipped this entree 
together in record time. The 
relative ease of preparation, 
however, is not indicative of 
the quality of the results. In 
true Thai-cuisine form this 
meal managed miraculously 
to combine a host of different 
flavours without any 
becoming overbearing. This is 
just personal preference, but 
next time that I prepare this 
dish (and I will) I think that 
more soy sauce would be in 
order. I may also season the 
fish before grilling, perhaps 
with fresh dill and_ black 
pepper. The use of peanuts 
in Thai food is one of its 
greatest attractions for me, 


brown sugar and bring just to a 
boil. Remove pan from heat and 
keep warm. 

Prepare vegetables: 

In a bow! toss together all 
vegetable ingredients. 

Prepare grill. 

Brush salmon with oil and 
sprinkle with salt and pepper 
to taste. Grill salmon on an 


brown sugar 

For vegetables 

3 cups finely shredded green 
cabbage 

3/4 cup julienne strips of seeded 
oiled rack set 5 to 6 inches over 
glowing coals until just cooked 
through, about 5 minutes on 
each side. 


peeled cucumber 

3 tablespoons finely chopped 
fresh coriander 

3 tablespoons finely chopped 
fresh mint leaves 


Put each in center of 4 plates 
and arrange salmon on top. Top 
salmon with vegetables and 
spoon sauce around it. Sprinkle 
vegetables with peanuts. 

Serves 4 


1 tablespoon soy sauce 

3 tablespoons rice vinegar (not 
seasoned) 

four 6-ounce pieces salmon fillet 
olive oil for brushing salmon 

1/4 cup roasted peanuts 


“Inspiration from Wwww.epicurious.com 
Grilled Salmon with Thai Curry Sauce and 


Basmati Rice 


PHOTO CREDIT 
BRIAN DIJKEMA 


while enjoying a sauna. If 
any improvements could be 
made on this dish, and there 
are very few, this Brian would — 
suggest substituting salmon — 
for the whitefish. This small 


made the meal, but were still 
subtle enough to amplify the 
fish without masking it. This 
is a great meal that almost 
anyone can make, with a little 
work. If you do anything this 


but remember to crush them 
finely before sprinkling over 
a dish like this one lest the 
crunchiness get distracting. 
[4.9/5] 


the dish the final touches 
of colour and spice needed 
for completion. Feel free to 
experiment with types of fish 
or spiciness to best suit your 
tastes. 4.5/5 


r 


World 
uniors 


Hearts of Gold 
Lined with Silver 


BY MARCEL VANDER WIER 


Over the past couple of 
weeks, Canadian hockey fans have 
been held spellbound by their 
Canadian Junior hockey team’s many 
triumphs and victories at the annual 
World Junior Championships held 
this year in Halifax, Nova Scotia. On 
a gold-medal winning streak dating 
back to the Salt Lake City Winter 
Olympics of last year where both of 
our respective teams won gold, and 
continued this year with Canada’s 
men’s team winning gold at the 
Spengler Cup, Canada’s forever 
gold-hungry fans fervently 
hoping that the junior team would 
keep this prestigious streak going 
and make it four in a row. 


were 


This year’s edition of 
Canada’s team was created with 
a balanced attack in mind. The 


forwards were comprised of a good 
mix of small speedy types to go 
along with the power forwards. The 
Canadians were able to pluck the 
best young stars out of the junior 
ranks as in Kyle Wellwood and 
Joffrey Lupul, and also received a 
few players directly from the NHL, 
including captain Scottie Upshall 
(Nashville), and Steve 
Eminger (Washington) and Pierre- 
Mare Bouchard (Minnesota). The 
defence made up of 
primarily mobile defencemen who 
could get the puck up the ice quickly 
and maximize the transition game. 
Head Mare Habscheid’s 
game plan was to make use of the 
Canadians’ ability on the smaller 
ice surface and the Europeans’ 
unfamiliarity with it by pressuring 
the opposition into coughing up the 
puck, and then employing a quick 
transition game. 

Team Canada was placed in 


assistants 


corps was 


coach 


Pool B with four other powerhouse 
hockey countries and showed their 
extreme talent by going unbeaten in 
round-robin play. They often won 
in spectacular fashion too, beating 
Sweden 8-2, Czech Republic 4-0, 
Germany 4-1, and Finland 5-3, before 
advancing directly to the semifinals 
against the United States, a game 
they won 3-2. The gold-medal game 
was a rematch of last years 5-4 loss 
to Russia, and the Canadians put in 
a valiant effort, but eventually lost, 
again by a one-goal margin, 3-2, to 
win the silver medal. 

Four Canadians had 
outstanding tournaments and 
deserve special mention and praise. 
Marc-Andre Fleury, our 18-year- 
old starting goaltender and the 
only member of the team not yet 
drafted into the NHL, won MVP 
and top goaltender honors for his 
incredible role on the team. What 
really accentuates his skills though 
is the fact that he played through 


much of the tournament with a 
stomach virus. Carlo Colaiacovo, 
a Maple Leaf defence prospect, 


finished the tournament tied for the 
tournament lead in points with 10, 
and was named to the all-star team. 
Scottie Upshall and Jordin Tootoo, 
the latter not named to the all-star 
team, had outstanding tournaments, 
each becoming fan-favourites and 
household mames quickly, and 
gaining, a special place in the hearts 
of Canadian fans. Both players were 
sparkplugs to the Canadian attack, 
body checking everything — that 
moved, laying out the opposition a la 
the Hanson brothers, and inspiring a 
country desperate to re-establish 
their junior hockey supremacy. 

Even though Team Canada 
won silver, and not the gold 
everyone sought, it was a great 
tournament, Canadian players 
played like Canadians, leaving all 
they had out on the ice, putting in 
great efforts every game, playing 
with respect of the game we all 
love. They made Canada proud, 
and gave their country something to 
cheer about. Canada rallied around 
these teenagers, and they made 
us proud to say, “I am Canadian.” 
They played their golden hearts out, 
and to Canadian fans, they are still 
golden. 


CRC Hosts Iraq Conference 


Academics and community meet to discuss war 


BY BRIAN DIJKEMA 


Earlier this month, I had the 
pleasure of attending a conference 


sponsored by the CRC. It was an 
attempt to come to terms with the 
problems of policy, terrorism, and 
peacekeeping in the current global 
situation we are faced with. The 
weather outside on the day of this 
conference provided an excellent 
analogical description of the global 
situation that we are faced with. It 
was stormy, the winds were howling 
and buffeting both vehicles and 
individuals about. The roads were 
covered with ice making any sort 
of manoeuvring difficult, if not 
impossible. To add to all of this there 
was snow, blowing snow, reducing 
one’s ability to see clearly the road 
that lay ahead, and also making 
unknown dangers a constant fear. 
The weather describes well the 
situation that governments, churches, 
organizations and citizens are faced 
with in the world today. 

In the midst of this stormy 


climate a number of concerned 
individuals representing various 
institutions, denominations, and 


groups were present, Present at this 
conference were concerned members 
of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Mennonite Churches, Redeemer 
University College, The Institute 
for Christian Studies, the CRWRC, 
Citizens for Public Justice and a host 
of other concerned individuals and 
groups. The conference did not dwell 
heavily on theoretical issues, though 
that was a part of the discussion, 
but, rather it was focused on ways 
in which the church and its various 
bodies could speak out against 
unjust war, and promote the pursuit 
of justice both by church bodies, 
other institutions and_ individual 
citizens. There were seven main areas 
discussed in regards to this pursuit of 
justice. 

The first area of concentration 
was a desire to see a creative 
corporateresponse to issues of 
injustice in both North America and 
the world, The CRC as one of the 
last bi-national churches left in North 
America is considered unique in 
addressing and speaking out against 


such North American problems 
such as racial profiling. Also, given 
our economic gifts, it was said that 
the CRC was in a special position to 
aid the victims in Iraq if a war were 
indeed to occur. A number of those 
at the conference also called for the 
synod of the CRC to re-examine its 
statements on just war. It is thought 
that given the unique characteristics 
of terrorism, and its methods of war, 
that the church should rework, or 
reshape its statements on war, the 
majority of which were shaped in 
response to the great wars of the mid 
twentieth century. 

Many spoke of the need to 
rethink war as it has now moved 
from a struggle between relatively 
clear governmental bodies to a 
much less clearly defined enemy of 
terrorist groups that hold no static 
political or geographical position. 

There was also a call to 
educate the members of churches 
and the pastors and mobilize them 
for peace. The need for reliable 
and available publications in the 
churches was strongly felt. In 
fact, the lack of such reliable 
information led to some discussion 
at the conference over our ability as a 
church or individuals to confidently 
criticize or endorse our governments 
on such issues as the imminent war 
in Iraq. A suggestion that surfaced 
with discussion over education 
was the implementation of a justice 
program at Christian schools. There 
were a number of proposals that 
were brought up, some of the more 
pertinent to Redeemer included an 
introduction of an interdisciplinary 
course on justice (yes, the term is 
used ambiguously on purpose), 
mandatory courses on justice, an 
emphasis on justice in existing 
courses as well as workshops 
at schools in which justice and 
peacemaking would be the primary 
focus. There was a strong sentiment 
at the conference that such a focus 
was needed at our schools. Perhaps 
Redeemer University College should 
consider this proposal? 


The group also was 
concerned with the need for 
interdenominational, interfaith, 


and international dialogue on such 
issues. The conference itself seemed 
to reflect the importance of this 
concern. One of the main speakers 
was Iskandar Saher, CRWRC's Asia 
Team Justice Coordinator. He spoke 
of the current situation in Indonesia. 
His presentation included outlining 
the situation in Indonesia, a country 
that is comprised of approximately 
15% Christians in the largest Muslim 
country in the world. 

Indonesia historically has been 
a peaceful country despite the 
diversity of peoples and religions. 
Indeed for years, Christians and 
Muslims have lived side by side 
in peace. Recently however, that 
peacefulness has been interrupted 
by violence between Christians and 
Muslims. Iskandar spoke of the 
brutality and ubiquity of the violence 
in areas where equal numbers of 
Christians and Muslims lived. He 
quoted staggering statistics of the 
death and damage inflicted by these 
struggles. Despite these statistics 
and the apparent hopelessness of 
the political situation in Indonesia, 
Iskandar spoke with hope. As well as 
sharing the negative side of the story, 
Iskandar shared with us his work as a 
member of the CRWRC'’s justice team. 
He is heavily involved in bringing 
both the Muslims and Christians 
into dialogue and_ reconciliation. 
He mentioned a number of ways 
in which this was attempted and 
accomplished: including members of 
each religion bringing food and aid to 
the other group, discussion between 
the leaders of each group and an 
attempt to break down commonly 
held misconceptions by having 
individuals meet and talk with 
members of the others community. 


1 was thankful for this 
conference and_ especially for 
Iskandar’s 

message. I was reminded 


both by his message and by the 
overwhelming 

passion displayed at _ this 
conference that despite the storminess 
of the 

times, it is possible with grace to 
see clearly a path of justice. May we 
all take Micah 6:8 seriously! 
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Men’s Club Basketball 


BY BRIAN VANDOOREN 


Media and fan focus here 
at Redeemer is generally placed 
in varsity athletics, and for good 
reason. They are, for the most 
part, the best athletes we have to 
offer. However, it is high time 
that the hardworking athletes of 
the club sports were recognized as 
well. They play with enthusiasm 
while making due with second-rate 
practice times and old jerseys. This 
issue I will focus on the Men’s club 
basketball team, and will write 
about another club team in each 
issue. 

The team started off slowly 
with three straight losses, once to 
Tyndale and twice to Heritage, all 
away from Redeemer. Poor defence 
and foul trouble kept the team from 
winning those close games, one of 
them lost in overtime. After that, 
a rash of injuries hit the team, and 
they were short-staffed for their 
next three games. However, hard 
work paid off, and the team won 
three straight games by comfortable 
margins. As coach Dean Buist said, 
“we learned how to play defence, we 
learned how to play together, and we 
started winning games.” Defence 
and togetherness also helped to 
keep the players out of early foul 
trouble, which had plagued them 
in their three losses. The defensive 
turnaround was due, in part, to the 
team learning zone defence, which 


There are Christian intellectuals who 


helped to slow down the opposition. 
Center Aaron Gyspers led the way, 
logging huge minutes and leading 
his teammates in offence and 
defence. 

Our players are generally 
undersized, compared to the 
opposition, but they have shown 
great hustle in fighting for rebounds 
thus far. Speed and strong shooting 
made the three wins fast and exciting, 
especially in a big win against the 
first place team, Masters. The team 
is now sitting in third place with a 
3-3 record heading into the second 
half of the season. Unfortunately, 
attendance at the home games has 
been sparse. With three upcoming 
home games in a row, it would be 
a boost for the players to know that 
varsity teams are not the only ones 
that matter. 


Schedule: 

Saturday, January 18 11:00 a.m. 
vs. Masters 

Wednesday, January 22 8:00 p.m. 
vs. Emanuel 

Friday, January 31 8:00 p.m. vs. 
Tyndale 

Thursday, February 13 8:00 p.m. 
@ Tyndale 

Friday, February 28 8:00 p.m. vs. 
Heritage 

Saturday, March 15 1:00 p.m.@ 
Masters 

League Championships: 

Friday, March 21 — Saturday 22 @ 
Masters 


talk about living out the biblical 
imperatives to impact the culture 
with faith based values, and to work 
for social justice. ICS is doing it! 


Tony Campolo, 
author and sociologist 
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*ARTS AND REVIEWSs 


Yann Martel’s Life of Pi 


BY JAMES BRINK 


It is a well-known and 
self-evident rule that one should 
not go shopping on an empty 
stomach. Empty stomachs lead to 
empty wallets. Searching for stories, 
however, is a_ different matter 
entirely. The more hungry one is 
for a satisfying story, the less one 
is likely to be satisfied with pale 
substitutes. Snappy dialogue and 
intriguing plots are no distraction 
from the essential element of a good 
story — soul. 

In 1996, Yann Martel 
found himself hungry. A recently- 
published second novel had 
succumbed to indifferent sales. No 
matter: he set to work on another. 
But according to his introduction (as 
much a part of the novel as Chapter 
1) he was “restless.” So he flew to 
Bombay. In a hill station near the 
city, he began again. But the story 
still had no soul. A discovery like 
this, says Martel, “is something 
soul-destroying, I tell you. It leaves 
you with an aching hunger.” Yet 
one day, while sitting gloomily in a 
restaurant, as writers are wont to do, 
a white-haired, elderly man sidled 
up to him and said, “I have story 
that will make you believe in God.” 
And in this quasi-fictional event we 
are introduced to the Life of Pi. 

Pi is short for Piscine, 
the French word for “pool.” An 
odd name for an Indian boy, 
and due to his father’s eccentric 
enrapturement with swimming 
centres. Unfortunately, the cruelty of 
the schoolyard transformed Piscine 
Patel’s name into “Pissing.” He 
endured the name for several years 
before changing schools. A friend’s 
stroke of brilliance transformed 
“Piscine” into “Pi,” and thus the 
story’s hero was saved from further 
ignominy. 

Pi is the son of a zookeeper in 
Pondicherry. Zookeeping is a unique 
vocation, and Martel is careful to 


give us an extensive description of 
life amongst animals on display. 
He has little use for the notion 
that animals would be happier “in 
the wild,” living as they do with 
comfortable enclosures and a steady 
supply of food. Still, zoos are an 
artificial and eclectic environment, 
and require an intimate knowledge 
of animal psychology, and 
careful vigilance when it 
comes to visitors, who treat 
the animals in cruel, bizarre, 
and perverse ways. 

The young Patel 
mirrors the variety of the zoo 
in his religious worship. By 
family heritage, he is Hindu: 
a religion of the senses on 
one level, and mystical and 
ephemeral on another. At the 
age of fourteen he espouses 
Christianity (in addition to, 
not instead of, Hinduism). | 
Christianity, explains Pi, is) 
a rushed religion; time ond 
eternity turn on a dime, hain 
and salvation is always right) 
now. The Church gives Pi a_ 
religion with a human face 
in the incarnation of Christ. 
Barely a year later, he adds 
Islam to his menagerie 
of faith. The teachings of 
Mohammed, says the Sufi 
who draws him in, are about __ 
brotherhood and devotion: | — 
“the Beloved.” 


Life of Pi elaborates ” a: 


in a not-so-subtle manner 

the doctrine of religious 

inclusion. “We — should 

not cling!” says the narrator. “A 
plague upon fundamentalists 
and literalists!’ The “founding 
principle of existence” is; love, 
not limitation. God is apparently 
silent, but not without purpose. 
Religion is about “an_ intellect 
confounded yet a trusting sense of 
presence and of ultimate purpose.” 
Religious differences matter little 
to the narrator. Contradictions 


Clowning Around: 


Three Ply 


BY JONATHAN VAN ARRAGON 


After I finished reading 
Jennifer McNaughton’s Crown 
article, I went to see her performance 
of “Three-Ply Issues” on December 
14. The one-man show was done by 
donning the thick white face-paint 
of the clown who, as McNaughton 
wrote in her article, is honest, 
animated and infinitely vulnerable. 
She expressed that statement vividly 
in her intense portrayal of human, 
made open and honest, through 
clowning. She commanded the stage 
from her sobbing entrance till her 
final exit. 

As a melancholy clown Ms. 
McNaughton first held my sympathy 
because | related to her issues, which 
ranged from loneliness to dealing 
with a loved one with cancer. As 
the play progressed it became less 
about her and more about each 
individual in the audience. It was 
only few minutes into the play when 
I started to notice the similarities of 
her sorrows to my own life. 

“Three-Ply Issues” was an 
important performance to watch. 
As much as we at Redeemer hear 
unending soliloquy on the most basic 
concept of postmodernism we have 
little opportunity to experience said 
worldview in any tangible sense. 
This play provided that rare occasion 
to be confronted by fundamental 
human existence, giving shape to 
the crippled definitions with which 
we have been presented. 

The performance was honest 
to life, challenging everything in a 
frank way. McNaughton overturned 
every cliché of comfort with lines 
that sounded as though they were 
pulled from poorly written books 
in the self-help section. Each form 
of false comfort we use was pulled 
apart like it was no more sturdy than 
a three-ply tissue. Her tongue was 
sharp-tined, prodding into quick 
solutions, as well as lamenting 
the emptiness that comes with 
deconstructionism. As she said 


Review 


on stage, “I wish I lived in a world 
of Styrofoam so I could smash 
everything; tear down the walls.” 
McNaughton turned from 
rant to lament on a dime in a flurry 
of impulsive emotion. The rants 
caused one person to comment, in 
the post-show discussion, on how he 
perceived a lack of hope. He wanted 


to cling to his Hallmark™ comforts. 
The show however, was ultimately 
life-affirming. There was always 
hope: within the fragile plant, within 
the scripture verse —- which was to 
set the tone of the show — and within 
her dialogue. As she claimed, there 
is always something valuable; you 
can’t just smash everything. 

Now if you’ve seen the 
show, you know I can’t write a 
review about it without mentioning 
the ever-present all-infesting mice. 
McNaughton illustrated frustration 
by lacing the set with fake mice in a 
pointed way of saying, as if it wasn’t 
enough already. ... 

The play moved fluidly and 
was wonderfully entertaining as well 
as thought-provoking. In the post- 
show I was surprised to find out how 
it was constructed. McNaughton 
and director Sue Morrison skillfully 
compiled a pseudo-script from a 
multitude of improvisation sessions 
turning sporadic thoughts into what 
felt like a polished script. The play 
was packed with potent punch-lines 
and playful jabs at our quick fixes 
and social veneer. It had all the 
strength of a well-thought-out script 
as well as the dynamic relationship 
with the stage and audience that is 
rooted in improvisation, The ad- 
lib grounding also gave way for 
an incredible merging of audience 
and actor; we were asked questions 
that blurred the line of rhetoric, and 
people were selected by the actor 
for participation. I was personally 
embraced during the performance. 

The fact that the show is 
different each performance made 


are anomalies to be glossed over. 
What matters is that a person has 
“faith.” Ultimately, ’ ‘in their 
capacity for love, are indeed hairless 
Christians, just as Muslims, in the 
way they see God in everything, 
are bearded Hindus, and Christians, 
in their devotion to God, are hat- 
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Thus saith Pi Patel. Little 
wonder that Rohler of the BBC 
News says, “The first 90 pages are 
a chore, full of unnecessary lumps 
of cod-philosophy and theology...” 
too sharp at this 
and philosophy 
ose pages, and 


fill only half of 
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the prior de 
is charming an 


philosophy aficion, I 


McNaughton in costume 


me disappointed that I hadn’t gone 
to the previous showings, but also 
gave me anticipation of Redeemer’s 
upcoming Mainstage presentation 
that is also improvisation-based: 
“The Commedia Project.” 

The play was a great joy to 
watch. Though her face was marked 
by opaque white paint, she showed 
herself as purely human, with a 
transparent soul. 
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to its presence in a novel — even if it 
is a bit cobbled together and a bit on 
the witless side. 

Life of Pi gets a lot more 
exciting in Part Two. The zoo 
runs into financial difficulty, and 
Pi’s parents decide to emigrate to 
Canada. Pi is dubious. Living in a 
country with “gale-force winds and 
minus-two-hundred-degree 
winters” does not seem a 
very agreeable prospect. 
Worse, “Canada was not on 
the cricket map.” Yet all the 
necessary arrangements are 
made, and Pi’s family ends 
up on a Japanese cargo ship 
to Canada. 

Three pages later, 
the ship sinks, and Pi is left 
-alone on a life raft. Well, 
almost alone. He actually 
shares it with a hyena, a zebra, 
an orangutan named Orange 
' Juice, and a quarter-ton tiger. 
__ It doesn’t take long before the 

_ tiger is the only animal left, 
_ _ and Pi must tame it, or follow 
_ the others down “Richard 
 Parker’s” — gullet. | What 
follows is a sea adventure 
that some have compared to 
Hemingway’s Old Man and 
the Sea, or Lewis’ Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader. Lack of water 
and food, boredom, solitude, 


_) and hallucinations test the 
boy’s faith. 
Some see the 


_ presence of the tiger in the raft 
-as symbolic of the necessity 

for Pi to “tame himself” in 
order to survive, or as a projection of 
his evil self. I’m not persuaded. Life 
of Pi, in my opinion, is much more 
of a plea for a renaissance of wonder 
and a call for a more child-like, less 
instrumental, view of the world. 
It makes its case through “magic 
realism,” traditionally a tool of post- 
colonialists such as Rushdie and 
Coetzee. The plot itself is fantastic 
— but there are events even more 


A Night in 


BY ROBYN KONYNDYK 


It was Thursday, December 
5, 2002. The average Redeemer 
student had recently attended his 
last class, turned in their last paper, 
and completed the last project for the 
semester. But just before 7:30, one 
group of students was still preparing 
for their final task. Behind the door 
of the Black Box and behind the 
wires and boards of tech equipment 
were our own Redeemer thespians, 
setting up to end the semester with 
a bang. The directors: Redeemer’s 
theatre directing class. The actors: 
volunteer Redeemer students. The 
results: five well-done one-act plays 
put on in the infamous Black Box 
for the low, low price of a twonie. 
Though not without its faults (hey 
it isn’t Stratford but it/ll do), the 
second and final production of A 
Night in One Act was enjoyable and 
generally professional. The time and 
effort put in, especially by the nine 
student directors, was evident in 
each play. 

Though comedies are 
usually more apt to be crowd 
pleasers, the use of atmosphere and 
subtlety in the two more serious 
plays of the evening did not go 
unnoticed. The first of these was 
Monologue by Harold Pinter, directed 
by Tim Fransky and featuring Jim 
Van Bruinessen. The story was 
strange and the script cryptic, 
presenting a man alone with himself 
and his thoughts, left to relive 
memories of a rocky friendship 
and unrequited love, finally to fall 
into despair. It was quite a brave 
undertaking, considering much of 
the play rests on the abilities of one 
actor. Jim Van Bruinessen fit the 
part well, but he was unfortunately 
incoherent at times. His tone was 
strong but it became tiresome as 
the play continued. However, 
the energy and enthusiasm of his 
portrayal made up for this in part, 
as well as his work in the more 
physical aspect of his role, which 
was very well done. This was also 
due to the Tim Fransky’s interesting 
interpretation and blocking of the 
scene. By far the best part of the play 


fantastic than that of a young boy 
and a Bengal tiger surviving a sea 
voyage together. 

Speaking of plot, however, 
I should mention something of the 
controversy over where Martel got 
his idea. Shortly after he received the 
2002 Booker Prize, a Brazilian author 
named Moacyr Scliar claimed Martel 
plagiarised from his own book Max 
and the Cats. Martel admits he was 
aware of Scliar and his book, though 
he says he never read it. He did, 
however, think the idea (a jaguar and 
a boy on a lifeboat) was intriguing, 
and seven years later, while in India, 
he decided to try write his own book 
using a similar concept. 

In an interview with The 
Guardian's readership, one reader 
asked Martel, “Could you also 
explain what you believe to be the 
difference between plagiarism and 
influence and tell the reader why 
your writing isn’t an example of the 
former?” Yann Martel takes great 
exception to the belief that story 
ideas must be “original.” He says, If 
you think every author who borrows 
is a plagiariser, you clearly know 
nothing about creativity (or the 
history of literature). I would suggest 
this to you: don’t read anything more 
recent than Gilgamesh, otherwise 
you might get upset.” 

He makes a valid point. 
There is nothing new under the 
sun (including that allusion) and 
an artist is not to be faulted for 
using a previous idea. Art is not 
in the concept; after all, how many 
original romance plots are there? 
Art lies in the execution. Martel has 
successfully written a novel that is 
playful and engaging at the same 
time. If I were to use one word to 
describe the world of Pi Patel, it 
would have to be “charm,” with all 
its possible connotations. Life of Pi is 
certainly an enchanting tale, even if 
it is a bit heavy on the fashionable 
pluralist rhetoric. 


One Act 


was the use of lighting to create the 
sense of bleakness, and the strange, 
frightening reality of being truly 
alone. The solitary shadow of Jim 
on the wall, matched with devices 
such as eerie green light and rising 
smoke let the audience experience 
the atmosphere to the fullest. 

The first of the comedies of 
the evening was brought to us by 
directors Rebecca Holst and Diana 
Worobec, with their rendition of 
A Marriage Has Been Arranged, by 
Alfred Sutro. It was a play full of 
all the wit and decorum customary 
of the Victorian era. Its theme was 
(what else?) marriage, prosperity 
and how to achieve them both. 
Matthew Vanstaalduinen played the 
rich, dashing suitor, Mr. Harrison 
Crockstead, determined to convince 
the Lady Aline De Vaux, played 
by Alida Brinkman, that their 
arranged union would prove to be 
logical, prosperous, and perhaps 
even enjoyable. The stage was set 
accordingly, full of fresh green 
foliage and fancy furnishings for 
the elegant drawing room. Fine 
detail was apparent in the elaborate 
costumes as well. Vanstaalduinen 
and Brinkman were quite the pair, 
obviously having fun with the 
playful banter between the would- 
be lovers. Vanstaalduinen was the 
stronger of the two, the most natural 
and animated. Brinkman was too 
quiet to hear sometimes, but for 
the most part her demure portrayal 
fitted the character of a girl who had 
yet to be wooed. This simple, light 
play was well done and fairly well 
received. 

What followed was 
favourite of this reviewer 
of many in the audience. Degas, 
C'est Moi, by David Ives, directed 
by Walter Miedema and _ Jessa 
Kuyvenhoven. It was an absolute 
hit. Ives gives us Ed, an ordinary 
guy who decides, for one day, to be 
someone else. That someone else: 
The pre-modernism painter, Edgar 
Degas. 
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Best Music of 2002 


Three students review their three favourite albums 


RICE THOMPSON 


‘s) @Altough India Arie’s album 
yustic Soul was released in 2001, 

ty — fyade most of its splash in 2002. 
‘ty, is was/is one of my favorite 
\y)  fums. Few instruments are used 
‘i, her songs and this gives listeners 
‘Wj, |@hance to soak in the words, 
lin) hile still enjoying the music. As a 
‘i, {asician, songstress and poet I have 
i, Sen inspired by her in 2002 to push 
abilities to the limit. The song 
i, MlwaysIn My Head’holds a 
»,  pecial truth for me as she sings of 
er love for the music made by the 
ple things. She has managed to 

’e sultry, savvy, and sexy without 

losing all her clothes. People are 
drawn to Arie’s positivism and her 
couragement to have strength, 
‘courage and wisdom in all you do. 
I don’t usually follow the 
crowd,’ but in 2002 I was drawn to 
the solo album of Justin Timberlake. 
It took me awhile to get used to, and 
I was a little skeptical. However, the 
album Justified allowed Timberlake 
to prove himself. It was those 
_ beats that you would see me boppin’ 
' my head to in the computer lab 
| during the paper-writing season. 
{ Despite the good tunes, I was most 
drawn to his courage. Justin took 
a chance by switching genres, and 
I appreciate anyone who takes 
chances for change. Rap artist and 
producer Timbaland gave Justin 
some creative input, andI always 
find that a collaboration of artists 
from different genres is something 
to celebrate. 

Lastly, my musical ear was 
peaked with the sounds of 
Amanda Marshall.In the album 
Everybody’s Got A Story she gave 
her listeners a little more of herself. 
Marshall wrote songs that people 
could relate to, ones that made 
them think a little. Listeners were 
encouraged to listen to their inner 
voice because it’s more trustworthy 
than voices of others. The song that 
made me reflect most was ‘Double 
Agent’ in which Marshall _ talks 
about being interracial. For me this 
song showed more than simple 
black and white. Many attitudes, 
words, and actions affect a person’s 
reaction to others. People need to 
look beyond what they see and ‘dig 
deep.’ Like she said, “ Everybody's 
got a story...” 
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LINDSAY J. ADAMS 


Blackalicious’ fourth album and 
major label debut blazing arrow is 
certainly an album that demands 
to be heard, It is a mix of rap, hip- 
hop, funk and electronica which 
sounds something like the fusion of 
1970’s Parlament, Swollen Members 
and some Lemon Jelly. The album 
features appearances by artists such 
as Zach De La Rocha (formerly of 
Rage Against the Machine), Ben 
Harper and Chali 2Na and Cut 
Chemist (Jurassic5) to name a few. 
blazing arrow reminds us that rap 
doesn’t have to be about “bitches 
and bling,” it’s about soul, stories 
and poetry. “Cut through the floss 
and glitz. On the other side of the 
hype machine are artists that create 
because they need to, artists that we 
listen to because they demand our 
attention.” (Jeff “DJ Zen” Chang) 

Pay Attention. 

The beautiful and talented jazz 
piano, soul, blues and even folk- 
influenced singer Norah Jones has 
given us all a gift by coming out 
with come away with me, The 45" 
Grammy Award Nominations were 
announced on January 7" and the 
album was nominated for Best Pop 
Vocal Album, Best Producer, Best 
engineered Album and Album of the 
Year! If for some reason you live in 
a cave and haven't had a chance to 
hear some selections from the VERY 
radio-friendly album of Blue Note 
Records’ most popular recording 
artist - do so. Norah Jones has a very 
mature, sensuous and soaring voice 
that any fool would admire. 

It was Paul Simon who first made 
me realize I was born into the wrong 
generation. The man has captured 
an age with his music. Since 1972 
Paul Simon has been creating his 
own brand of American folk music 
and it’s about time he came out 
with this double disk collection of 
the best of then and now,The Paul 
Simon Collection. On Dec. 7 Simon 
was presented with the Kennedy 
Center Honour for A Lifetime of 
Achievements in the Arts. The 
presenter of the award, President 
George W. Bush, reminded the 
audience that Simon had written 
“some of the most memorable songs 
of our times.” 

It takes some kind of man and 
some kind of album for me to agree 
with the President of the United 
States of America. 


MIKE SCHENK 


In today’s musical era, 
where one-hit wonders seem to 
be commonplace, | was more than 
pleasantly surprised when I picked 
up Coldplay's A Rush Of Blood To 
The Head, the follow-up to their 
debut album Parachutes. The newly- 
charged energy from the band is 
evident right from the start. The loud, 
bold opening ds of “Politik” 
fill the speakers, and it is a song 
apparently prompted by September 
11. Emotions at high, 
most notably in Chris Martin’s lead 
vocals, There is also a good diversity 
of musical talent present, notably in 
the glowing guitar notes from “In 
My Place” and the cascading piano 
playing from “Clocks.” This album 
has great intensity, dynamics, and 
style that Coldplay has picked up 
since Parachutes. A Rush Of Blood 
To The Head is a solid album from 
beginning to end. 

One of my favorite bands 
of all-time is U2, and their recent 
release of U2; The Best Of 1990-2000 
is a solid compilation of their more 
recent work. Disc one of the two-disc 
compilation gathers highlights from 
U2’s second full decade, and disc 
two features a selection of remixes 
and b-sides. At first I was a little 
disappointed with the b-sides disc 
because it contains many remixes 
of previously-released songs such as 
“Mysterious” Ways and “Even Better 
Than The Real Thing.” However, 
listening to the radio-version of 
“Electrical Storm” and a new mix of 
“Dirty Day” is worth putting the CD 
in for a listen. 

Now for a selection from an 
artist on this side of the Atlantic. John 
Mayer's new album Room for Squares 
is his second release, following his 
independently-released debut in 
1999. Many of Mayer’s qualities are 
similar to Dave Matthews’, which 
include his singing, songwriting, 
and guitar techniques. The album 
has a good energy level and is 
musically interesting and creative. 
Mayer’s songwriting seems to favor 
the topics of love and relationships, 
evident in the songs “Your Body 
Is a Wonderland” and “My Stupid 
Mouth.” The title of the disc asks, 
“is there room for another singer- 
songwriter?” At twenty-three years 
old, Mayer has proven that he has 
the talent and ability to stay in the 
music business. 
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But as “Degas” carries 
out this routine as his new self, he 
gradually learns how to appreciate 
a day in the life of plain old Ed. 
This play was brought to life by 
the extra effort put in by those on 
and off stage. The script was fast 
paced as Ed moved from place to 
place, making accurate set changes 
nearly impossible, but Miedema and 
Kuyvenhoven managed it with a 
little help from modern technology. 
For each new location, a slide was 
projected onto a large screen to 
serve as a new backdrop. This in 
itself would be impressive, but 
what made it especially interesting 
was that each backdrop was a 
slide of an actual Degas painting. 
Costume changes were also many 
and efficiently done. The two 
supporting actors, Leslie Trewartha 
and Jessa S. Kuyvenhoven (a last 
minute understudy!) filled their 
many roles as Doris/Newsguy/Twin 
Donut Worker/ Museum Guard/ 
Young Woman (you get the idea) 
with spunk. But what put the play 
over the top was the work of Matt 
McKenna, whose flawless comedic 
timing made for a_ believable, 
endearing, and hilarious Ed. 

The atmosphere changed 
dramatically for the fourth play, 
| Dream Before I Take the Stand by 
Arlene Hutton. Upon re-entering 
the Black Box after intermission, 
the audience was greeted with the 
strangest and most elaborate set 
yet. The stage resembled a barely 
furnished basement with little more 


than a white couch and a coffee table. 
That was all. That is, all except for not 
one, not two, but three television sets 
dangling in mid-air above the set. 
Needless to say, they all had cable. 
The camcorder upstage completed 
the ensemble to give off an aura that 
can only be described by one word: 
creeeepy. As the play unfolded, 
‘creeeepy’ seemed to be exactly what 
directors Sharon Wonder and Danny 
Irvine had in mind. The theme of 
this brilliant absurdist drama goes 
beyond the crime of sexual assault 
to the psychological havoc such an 
assault wreaks on its victim. Amy 
Hilborn played a trapped, desperate 
victim, while Jon Van Arragon 
played her  interrogator/attacker. 
Both actors were very focused in 
their roles and achieved authentic, 
thick tension at all the right moments. 
Van Arragon played the role just 
right. His character was constantly 
in his prey’s personal space, but only 
barely touching her as he inquired 
about her choice of hairstyle, the 
length of her skirt, and colour of 
her underwear. The only drawback 
here was his position—turned and 
leaning towards the girl—which 
made his face hard to see and his 
soft, determined words a little hard 
to make out. Hilborn was easy to 
relate to, but what really highlighted 
her vulnerability was her image 
captured by the camcorder and 
displayed on the television screens, 
hanging and isolated—only one 
of the many intriguing directorial 
decisions of this performance. 


And last but not least, 
another feel-good comedy to 
complete the set. The boy-girl theme 
continued in Anton Chekhov's The 
Proposal, a light-hearted take on 
old grudges and new love between 
two neighbouring families. Kudos 
to directors Laura Farwell and 
Brianna Kube for presenting a fun 
and lively interpretation of this play, 
as well as giving special attention to 
costumes and make-up. The story 
of Ivan Vassilevitch and Natalya 
Stepanovna revolves around Ivan‘s 
desire to marry Natalya, Natalya and 
her mother provoking his anger over 
a land dispute, and Natalya’s wish 
to marry Ivan (but only once she 
discovers his to marry her). All 
three actors energetic in their 
roles. Lindsay Andeweg played Mrs. 
Stepanovna as a delightful mix of 


sweet-natured mother and resentful 
shrew. Lindsa | MaeMillan’s high- 
strung Natalya was enjoyable in 


her smil 


es, fears and even her 
shrieks, while Todd Adamowich 


al acting and his priceless 
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ending left the audience laughing 

and the performance as a whole was 
a great way end the evenii 7, 

about wraps it up 

w semester, I 

Ose o made 

emestel one so 

», and have high hopes 

for how the Redeemer thespians 

will fare in this semester and those 


beyond. 


Review of The 
Staircase Cafe: 


JUSTIN COLYN 


BY ANDREA COLYN 


Following with the theme of 
looking at Fair Trade cafés, this article 
will be reviewing The Staircase, 
located at 27 Dundurn Street 
North, just north of King Street in a 
downtown residential area, Parking 
is available just around the corner 
from the café, making it much more 
convenient than most places below 
the escarpment. 

The Staircase is much more 
than a café. It offers theatre 
workshops, movie nights and music 
entertainment including an open 
mike night and a karaoke night. 
While much of this interests me, I do 
not feel that | know enough about it 
to give an adequate review of the 
theatre aspect of this café. Instead, 
I encourage you to check out the 
schedule on the website and go see 
for yourself. 

First off, we'll talk about the 
atmosphere of this particular cafe. 
Located in an older building, The 
Staircase has a well-established feel 
to it. Despite the industrial feel of 
the stone walls, the large windows 


| Staircase Café Theatre 


| 27 Dundurn North 
Hamilton, Ontario 
| 905.529.3000 


CAFE HOURS: 
MON-FRI 

7:30am to Midnight 
SAT-SUN 

3pm to Midnight 


allow in a lot of natural light, and 
comfortable seating and local 
artwork contribute a great deal of 
warmth and character. When you 
walk in, a_ life-like mannequin, 
standing just beside the infamous 
iron cast staircase for which the café 
is named, greets you. Just beyond 
her is the counter and to the left 
are the seats. The ceilings are very 
high, and there is a balcony with 
a few tables on it, which overlook 
the café. There are two couch and 
coffee table areas, and the rest 
are traditional-style tables. Every 
month or so, a new artist’s work is 
displayed throughout and there is 
an evening dedicated to the artist at 
an opening. 

Secondly, and perhaps most 
importantly, we'll discuss the food 
and drink. All of the traditional café 
drinks are available, including coffee 
for only $1.09, lattes, mochacinnos 
and many other European drinks. 
They also offer a variety of flavours in 
Italian sodas, pop, milk and Arizona 
Tea. As well, they are licensed, 
and have a variety of domestic and 
premium beer and they serve red, 
white and blush wines. 

During the supper hours, the 
café takes on more of a restaurant 
atmosphere. Patronsseat themselves, 
and are greeted by a waiter, get to 
order from a menu, and are served 
their food at their tables. The menu 
features a wide variety of foods, 
from appetizers to sandwiches and 
wraps to calzones and desserts. 
Having been a customer of the 
café a number of times already, 
I am confident to say that I have 
been quite pleased and impressed 
with the food and intrigued by the 
atmosphere. During my last visit, 
I enjoyed the Ginger Squash soup 
with lemongrass, a Spicy Chicken 
Calzone and a glass of wine. The 
food was excellent, and came at a 
very good price for the quality of 
the food. All of the food, drinks and 


desserts are pleasingly CS 


Present this coupon with purchase of 
any slice of pie and receive a 
complimentary cup of coffee. 

(Expires March 21, 2003) 


Anne Simpson 
Poetry Reading 


BY KATHLEEN FLOHR 


I had the opportunity to 
hear a reading by visiting author 
Anne Simpson on_ Thursday, 
December 5". The first five minutes 
consisted of me running around, 
trying to figure out where I was 
supposed to be. When I got to 
the executive dining room, the 
door was closed. I panicked. Had 
it already started? Had I totally 
ruined my big chance to write an 
article for The Crown? 

Originally from Burlington, 
Ontario, Anne Simpson now 
teaches at St. Frances Xavier in New 
Brunswick. She admitted that her 
hometown comes into her writing 
unexpectedly. She appeared before 
us casually dressed in a black vest, 
black pants offset by a white long 
sleeved cotton shirt. She was a 
confident reader. She connected 
with her audience by maintaining 
eye contact and cracking jokes. 
She currently has two books 
available, Canterbury Beach and a 
book of poems entitled Light Falls 
Through You, Her third book, Luke, 
is scheduled to be published in 
March. 

The first section she read was 
from Canterbury Beach, The book 
is a take on Canterbury Tales and 
came about while she was teaching 
a survey course about Geoffrey 


Chaucer. The book is a series of 
stories about a family living in 
Antigonish. They are stories that 
connect to each other, but are 
‘entities unto themselves’ explains 
Simpson. 

She was articulate and full of 
humour about herself and her 
writing. Her writing is rhythmic and 
deceptively simple, wrapping us 
up and delivering us, disbelieving, 
at the doorstep of a family home in 
Antigonish. Her humour is subtle 
and well-timed, as those of us that 
experienced her reading can attest. 

In describing the writing process, 
Simpson commented that “fiction 
is like building a house. Remember 
where the door was that you came 
in.” When talking about Canterbury 
Beach specifically, she admits she felt 
insecure about it as she approached 
the end. “I really didn’t know if I 
could pull it off...like being on a 
tightrope. You're almost there, and 
then you start to look down.” 

When asked if the language 
changes between a poem and a 
story, Simpson responded with 
“yes...because poetry seems to stop 
time, while narrative pulls it along.” 

Her awards include the Bliss 
Carman Poetry award (1999), and 
the Atlantic Poetry Prize (2000). 
Light Falls Through You won the 
General Lampert Prize for the best 
first book of poetry in 2000, is 
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BY DAN POSTMA 


Now, as you all know (and 
I'm looking at those of you 
in straitjackets-er, lab coats), 
Redeemer has its very own garden 
to the south of Calvin Court. 
This is called “Whaley’s Teaching 
Garden.” This garden serves its 
purpose very well: it’s an excellent 
area for learning biology and 
environmental studies and even 
some chemistry. Which is all well 
and good, except that the only 
people that benefit from it are the 
aforementioned straitjacketeers 
(oh, what's the point of denying it 
any longer?). 

I have a new idea for this 
garden. Its proposed new purpose 
would benefit ALL members of the 
Redeemer community, and perhaps 
even the general population around 
us! This earth-shattering (ha ha) 
idea will likely find widespread 
approval, especially among the 
disciplinarians and _totalitarians 
among us. Here it is: we transform 
the garden into an earthen arena, a 
“Whaling” garden. 

This garden would be the 
site of the comeback of corporal 
punishment in today’s education 
system. You how 
we've done without it; well, let’s 
not rehash all the illegal-substance, 
promiscuous-activity and/or 
obscene-tie-wearing scandals 
already reported in The Crown 
this year. Suffice to say, corporal 
punishment is crying out to be 
reintroduced, and here we have a 
fine opportunity to do just that. 

The first students (I prefer 
to avoid the term “victims”) to 
taste the Whaling Garden would, 
of course, be first-years. This is 
a natural choice, since they are 
of the age group most detached 
from corporal punishment, and 
thus must be reacquainted with 
it as soon as possible. Not ALL 
first-years, mind you; just the ones 
who improper deference 
to their elders. By deference, | 
include stepping aside in the halls, 


can see well 


show 


nodding appreciatively at in-class 
comments from the older and wiser 
among them, and the occasional 
car washing. Just pursuing these 
small tokens of respect could buy 
you, the first-year, immunity from 
the Whaling Garden. 

The next group that gets to 
be “taught” in the Garden are 
those that show such ineptitude 
in parking on the 
of the main parking lot so that 
only 40% of possible capacity is 
We could make a 


gravel side 


ever achieved 


The Whaling Garden 


special section of the Garden where 
these spatially-incompetent people 
are packed like sardines into a small 
pen, as tightly as possible, held there 
for upwards of an hour, and then given 
their whalings. 

Next in line would be whoever 
designed the phone system here 
at Redeemer. Not one member of 
this community has ever managed 
to complete a call outside of 
campus on the first try; instead the 
aggravating tone that sounds like a 
busy signal is heard, but is actually 
a “you're-too-incompetent-to-dial- 
so-you-get-to-listen-to-me” tone. 
Whoever is responsible for this 
malady must feel the wrath of the 
Redeemer body. 

Following shortly thereafter 
would be, in no particular order, the 
brainpower behind the driveway 
speed bumps; the designers of the 
ill-suited Rec Centre (speaking of 
spatially inept); whoever set the 
indecent prices at Williams; the 
students responsible for attacking and 
disabling the network on a regular 
basis; the architects of the auditorium 
for introducing as much _ sound- 
sucking material as could possibly 
be conceived; those who leave event 
posters up for more than three weeks 
after the event; any two students who 
independently beg for rides and beg 
for passengers to the same location 
at the same time in the same Timeout; 
whoever decided that one stationary 
pencil sharpener in the library is 
sufficient for 700+ students; those 
students responsible for the utter 
ravaging of library books at the end- 
of-semester time when they are most 
critically needed; those who make a 
ruckus in the hall outside Room 111; 
whoever decided that the food store 
should close at 2 pm on Fridays (I 
don’t know if they still do that this 
year, but it was really annoying last 
year to go weekends without food); 


whoever committed Redeemer to 
a multi-millennia, hyper-exclusive 
Coke® contract; and _ certainly 


whoever decided that classrooms like 
224 should alternate between Arctic 
and Sahara conditions. 

Just think about all the reform 
we could encourage with just a few 
whalings! Well, all right, there more 
than a few first-years, and certainly 
more than a few morons who couldn't 
park a tricycle in Siberia (either 
one). But understatement 
notwithstanding, corporal punishment 
can realistically be seen as the end to 
much of Redeemer’s petty problems! 

Now if we can just figure out how 
to abolish and 
make all exams open-book objective, 


gross 


classes before noon 


we'll be making real progress. 
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The Crown 


ACROSS 


1. Insect stage 
6. MD trail 


9. Tennyson's trod 
14. Lacks § 

15. Spanish 

16. Auras of glory 

17, Columbus ship 
18. Marriage promise 
19. Poems 


20. Uproot o 
22. Carlton song 


23, Maiden name indicator 
24. Idee ( ©) 
26. Shrub 


30. Personality journeys 
34. “Duly 

35, Do you? — 

36. libetan lle 

37, Knowledgeably 

38. Gambian ang 
39, Addition — 

40, Triton’s domain 
41,___ by me 

42. Mumesons 

43. Ones who essay 

45. Texas murder dcfense 
46, Whimper 

47. Naval Aed. student 
48, Famous twins 

51, Make stand out 

57. Scientist’s favorite dish 
58. Neither 

59, Played with plectrum 
60. Congress action 

61, Hottie 

62. 120 degrees apart 

63, Indian wrap 

64. Type of bunny 

65, German gily 


DOWN 


|. Wind or bag 

2, Computer lingo 

3. Tired dog 

4. Against 

5. Erudite 

6. Bright stars 

7, Coagulate 

8. Stepped on Seale again 
9. Furthermore — 

10 Double-edged sword 


’ 


http://www.cpwire.com 


11. NC 28660 
12, MDs 
13, 65 across without “n” 


21. Pod insider 

25. Portal 

26. Mediterranean herb 
27. Time and loading, e.g. 
28. Condemned Titan 
29, Meadow 

30. Acquires 

31, Ice house 

32. Puppy, ¢.g. 

33. Chic 

35. One year olds 

38. Boil 

39. Bar 

41. Igneous rock 

42, Donna or Calvin 
44, Court punnishment 
45. Nothing 

47, ____ gras 

48. Poet's opens 

49. 11 down actor 

50, Celebrity 

52. Seized 

53. Autos 

54. Purple flower 

55. Diet 

56. Garden 


Check out 
The Crown 


Online for the 
solutions 


Alligator Pie: 17 Years Later 


BY NATHAN STRETCH 


Dennis Lee’s “Alligator Pie” 
is tremendously significant to me. I 
don’t relate to the rhythm, rhyme or 
the author’s particular word choice, 
but I do link it to an especially 
happy time in my life. As they say, 
ignorance is bliss, Seventeen years 
later, I am revisiting the poem 
“Alligator Pie” for the first time and 
I am realizing that what I missed in 
the initial reading could have had a 
significant impact on my life. 

I can remember vividly the 
Kindergarten class in which I first 
heard this silly poem, sand table 
to the left, water station against the 
far wall and blocks by the trucks 
near the fire exit, The carpet was 
one of those conglomerative colour 
schemes that ended up impressing 
mostly brown upon my young 
eyes. The teacher always sat on a 
cube covered in similar carpeting 
for story time. We, the students, sat 
on the floor learning to cross our legs 
in the space saving kind of position 
we used to call “Indian style.” We 


craned our necks to see the story’s 
pictures. Our teacher always forgot 
to display the book those seated on 
the far left of our gathering and, 
whether or not it was the fault of 
those particular children for sitting 
in that particular spot or simply 
her absent-mindedness, the fact 
remained that it was an intensely 
frustrating position in which to 
posture. 

I don’t sit to the left 
anymore. Ever. This is my 17th year 
of formal education and I always 
sit to the right. I sit on the right 
hand side for every lecture, lesson, 
lab, sermon and workshop because 
I don’t want to miss anything. In 
Kindergarten, I missed Frank 
Newfeld’s whimsical pictures as 
they perfectly © complemented 
the nonsensical stylings of Lee. I 
didn’t see the reptilian foodstuffs, 
I was blind to the green grass and 
the hockey sticks and the blue sky. 
Someone took away my alligator 
pie. 

Seventeen years later and 
I'm finally getting the full “Alligator 


Pie” experience. Seventeen years! 
I have lived the majority of my life 
with a skewed understanding of one 
of the, dare I say, greatest works of 
Canadian children’s literature ever 
composed! This is on par with 
seeing a picture of the CN tower 
devoid of scale or landmarks by 
which its tremendous height could 
be approximated. This is tragedy. 
Its funny what children 
remember: not only physical objects 
or people, but also situations in 
which they experience joy or 
annoyance or amusement. Today, 
as I prepare to present this poem by 
reciting to dorm-mates, the feelings 
of the past come rushing back, and 
I like them. But they are poisoned. 
My past is jaded. My newfound 
knowledge has tinged my memories 
with regret. What if I had sat on 
the right that fateful morn? What if 
Mrs. Elington had rotated her portly 
frame a few more degrees in order 
to furnish the left with a view of the 
storybook? Would I be the man lam 
today? 


OTABLE QUOTABLES 


| 


“YOU WwounBN'T NECESSARILY GUESS THAT SOMEBODY LYING NAKED UNDER A BUSH IS TRYING 
TO BE A CAT, NOW WOULD YOU?” DR, BOWEN 


“THIS PROSE IS HAIRY.” 
FROM DR. LONEY 


“LET’S CHEW OUR GUM SIMULTANEOUSLY.” SCOTT RECKMAN 


“LAST TIME | HAD A QUOTE IN THE CROWN, I ALMOST GOT HUNG.” TIM AMOR 


% 


“1 AM NOT MY BAKING.” PAUL ECCLES 


“LIVELINESS WILL NEVER COME FROM INTELLIGENCE; AND IF YOU DOUBT THAT, CANVASS THE 


4 


FACULTY.” DR. LONEY 


“| USED TO KNOW THIS GUY WHO WAS A TIGHTROPE WALKER. ONE DAY HE WAS WALKING ACROSS 
NIAGARA FALL ON A HIGHWIRE. WHEN HE WAS HALE-WAY ACROSS, I SUDDENLY SENSED DISASTER 


WAS ABOUT 


STRIKE, AND I SHOUTED TO HIM, “DUCK! DUCK!” BUT HE DIDN’T UNDERSTAND ME, 


AND AS HE WAS BENDING OVER, THE DUCK PECKED HIM IN THE BUTT, AND HE FELL TO HIS DEATH.” 


DAVE VLASBLOM 


THE FOCUS OF THE BACKSIDE 18 TO PROVIDE COMIC RELIEF AND A VENUE FOR HEALTHY HUMOUR. IT IS NEVER THE INTENTION TO OFFEND ANY OF OUR 
READERS. PLEASE HELP US BY CONTRIBUTING HUMOUROUS PIECES OR QUOTES THAT YOU CONSIDER APPROPRIATE, 
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